
28
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time Homily 2017 

The White Garment 

 

A wife invited some people to dinner.  At the table, she turned to her 6-year-old 

daughter and said, “Would you like to say the blessing?”  The girl replied: “I 

wouldn’t know what to say.”    

“Just say what you hear Mommy say,” the wife answered.  

“The daughter bowed her head and said, “Lord, why on earth did I invite all these 

people to dinner?” 

 

The king in today’s gospel might have said the same thing about the people he 

invited to his banquet.  First of all, he might have said it about the first group of 

people he invited that never came.  Turning down an invitation is bad form, but it 

was so most of all in those times, in the land of Israel where hospitality was 

considered one of the highest virtues.    

 

Then the king might have said to himself: “Why on earth did I invite all these 

people here?”  When he came into the hall where the new group of people invited 

were gathered and found there someone who did not have on a white garment 

proper for such and occasion.    

 

Now some say, “How could the king expect this person to have on an expensive 

wedding garment since all the people there were poor, having been brought in from 

the highways and byways?”  The most logical of many explanations given about 

this is that in those days, when you attended a dinner to which you had been 

invited by a king, you were given an expensive white garment at the door and you 

were expected to wear it at the banquet.  So, this person, in not having on their 

white garment, was showing animosity or a strong dislike to the king, and so 

deserved to be thrown out.   

 

We might compare this white garment to the gift of grace God freely extends us at 

our Baptism.  Without our garment of grace, we will not be found in the banquet 

feast of heaven.  Only we can lose that white garment by breaking our relationship 

with God, by sin.  “Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like 

me.  I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see.”  I think that 

hymn is so dear to us because it underlines the free and undeserved gift of grace 

that God has given to each of us.    

 

The Baptismal Garment is to be kept.  It is to be worn over and over again and 

when we have lost it, we are to be renewed in the grace of Jesus to wear it again.  



At our Baptism the words of the presider at the time of the putting on of the white 

garment were and are these: “You have become a new creation, and have clothed 

yourselves in Christ.  See in this white garment the outward sign of your Christian 

dignity.  With your family and friends to help you by word and example, bring that 

dignity unstained into the everlasting life of heaven. Amen.   

 

When do we see other white garments coming forth in life??   

 

In the old Rite of Christian Funeral and Burial, we used to say:  "On the day of 

their Baptism they put on Christ and on the day of Christ coming may they be 

clothed in Glory."   Now the Pall (White Garment) is done in silence by the family 

or loved ones of the deceased with a silent reflection of how the person always put 

on Christ garment of love throughout their whole life from their very Baptism into 

Christ.       

 

The Eucharistic Liturgy we celebrate each Sunday is a foretaste of the heavenly 

banquet, the wedding feast of the Lamb, described in today’s readings.   

 

At the Eucharistic table, all are equal.  There must be no division of wealth, race or 

nation.  All who believe must join in giving praise and worship to the Father 

through the Son and in the Holy Spirit.   

 

As the guest must come with their wedding garment, we, too, must come with our 

hearts and minds prepared to participate fully in the Liturgy.    

 

Soon, we will hear: “When I was hungry, thirsty, naked, sick and in prison…it was 

done for me”, says the Lord.  Confirmation Candidates: “Please do it for God!”   

 

Within the community of Matthew, the person who is thrown out could be us.  It is 

our refusal to wear the white garment given at the door.  Have we been refusing to 

wear the white garment of faith, justice and kindness?  The time is now to be the 

chosen people!      
 


